Participants arrived at the meeting with different expectations. Some appeared to expect that detailed guidelines for monitoring would be easily framed within the duration of the meeting. Others arrived sceptical that, given the diversity of locations and the diversity of conditions experienced by our patients, any consensus could 1:Je arrived at. In many areas it proved far easier to agree on what was considered not to be mandatory than what was mandatory. Such was the case with electrocardiography. The fundamental standard as expressed by Dr, Ross Holland in his presentationS 'Minimal Monitoring Standards and Monitoring Recommendations for Special Cases' found complete acceptance.
Nonetheless such a statement alone did not go far enough in the eyes of those present. Clearly as a result of developing technology the availability of different types of monitors is changing. This is true of cardiovascular monitors, but is particularly evident recently with pulse oximetry. It was unanimously acknowledged that this particular form of monitoring represents a giant step forward in making available to anaesthetists the very type of information which is of fundamental importance to them in the administration of safe anaesthesia.
Anaesthetists have generally been rather reserved by comparison with physicians and surgeons about putting forward the case for the acquisition of equipment; it could be said overly reticent. It would be shameful if this reticence meant that the widespread introduction of this revolutionary form of monitoring was left to await a coroner's recommendation. It is far better that a direct statement of the need to have this form of monitoring available in every anaesthetising location within a reasonable period of time should come from anaesthetists.
From the following pages it can be seen that discussion at the meeting covered almost all imaginable aspects of monitoring patients during anaesthesia. The Symposium editors have done a most commendable job in making this rich collection of information and opinion available to their colleagues.
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